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For this is the message that ye heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one another. 

 
 

1 John 3:11 
The Bible 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In John Wyndham’s The Chrysalids, the theme of love and lack of love is important throughout 

the novel.  There are several places where the power of love and of the lack of love are 

demonstrated by the characters.  There are three main aspects of love found in The Chrysalids.  

One type found is the familial love and the lack of love between family members.  A second 

type of love is romantic love between certain characters.  A third type of love found in The 

Chrysalids is the love found between friends.  All of these types of love are important in all 

aspects of the story, including characterization, conflict and plot development. 

 

The first aspect of love in The Chrysalids is the love between different family members.  Not 

only is there love between family members, there is also a lack of love.   An example of familial 

love is the love between Sophie and her mother, Mrs. Wender.  When Sophie and David come 

back from the bank, Mrs. Wender discovers that her daughter’s deviation is revealed to David.  

She also notices that her daughter is in a lot of physical pain.  Mrs. Wender shows a great deal 

of love and support to her “poor daughter,” 
1 and “*holds+ her and *kisses+ her.” (10)  Another 

example is after David gets beaten by his Father, Joseph Strorm, and he is suffering.  David’s 

own mother, Emily Strorm, does not tend to her son.  It is his sister Mary “who [takes] charge, 

and [decides] that there [is] to be no getting up [this] day.” (54)  This shows sibling love 

between David and Mary.  It also shows the lack of love between David and his mother.  

Another example of the lack of love found in this novel is between David and his father, Joseph 

Strorm.  When David wishes he has a third arm, his father becomes furious.  He tells David that 

what he said was a “terrible” and “outrageous thing.” (27)  He cannot believe that his own son 

would commit blasphemy, “and before his parents!” (27)  The consequences and reactions that 



 

David endures from his father show the lack of love between those two characters that is 

throughout the novel.  In conclusion, there are many different examples of familial love 

throughout The Chrysalids, but there are also many examples of the lack of love. 

 

Another type of love found in The Chrysalids is romantic love.  Romantic love is the most 

obvious form of love in the novel and is demonstrated often between primary and secondary 

characters.  An example of romantic love is the love between Sophie and Spider-man.  Their 

relationship is formed when the two characters are in the Fringes together.  Sophie is so much 

in love with Spider-man that she would have “given him babies gladly, if *she+ could.” (167)  

Sophie is sterilized so she does not pass her deviation on to offspring.  This creates friction in 

Sophie’s and Spider-man’s relationship.  Another example of romantic love throughout this 

novel is the love between Anne and Alan.  Despite Alan being strongly against deviations, such 

as Rosalind’s six toes, Anne still has strong feelings for Alan.  She tells the rest of the telepathic 

group that she is “in love with Alan” and that she “intends to marry him.” (91)  The most 

important example of romantic love found throughout this novel, is the love between David 

and Rosalind.  Initially, they are just very good friends.  As the two characters mature, they 

become very romantically involved with each other, despite their families’ rivalries.  David and 

Rosalind have mutual feelings for each other and “love one another.” (166)  The relationship 

between David and Rosalind seems to get stronger throughout the novel.  We can assume that 

this is because they go through so much together.  The experiences they share really strengthen 

the bond they have.  In conclusion, romantic love is a very important aspect of The Chrysalids 

and is a key theme in the novel.  



 

The most important type of love in The Chrysalids is the love that bonds friendships together.  

The love found between friends is extremely significant.  An example of love in a friendship is 

Uncle Axel’s and David’s relationship.  David confides in his Uncle and truly trusts him with 

many different problems he experiences in his own life.  Wyndham makes this friendship so 

important and obvious when David clearly states that Uncle Axel “was also *his+ best friend.” 

(22)  Another example of love in a friendship is the love between Mrs. Wender and David.  This 

relationship also consists of a great deal of trust and respect.  Before the Wenders leave their 

home, “Mrs. Wender *bends+ down to kiss *David+, too.” (49)  She tells him “goodbye, David 

dear,” and that “*they will+ never forget.” (49)  It is evident that Mrs. Wender is grateful to 

David for being so compassionate and understanding with Sophie’s situation.  Another very 

important friendship formed in The Chrysalids is the love between David and Sophie.  David 

does not react absurdly when it is revealed that Sophie has six toes.  He does everything to help 

Sophie after the unfortunate incident at the bank, where they play at the beginning of the 

novel.  They become such great friends, that David “usually *goes+ over to see Sophie once or 

twice a week *after the bank incident+.” (24)  Later on in the novel, Sophie saves Rosalind, Petra 

and David from the Fringes and helps them escape.  Sophie did not want to willingly help 

Rosalind, but she did for David’s sake.  This too shows great friendship.   In conclusion, 

friendship is the most obvious and significant type of love found in The Chrysalids. 

 

Wyndham clearly portrays the theme of the importance of both love and the lack of love 

throughout The Chrysalids.  All types of love play an important role in the character 

development and plot of the story.  One type of love is familial love.  Another type of love is 



 

romantic love.  The most reoccurring type of love is the love found in friendships.  The theme of 

love is connected to plot, character and conflict throughout the novel.  Wyndham truly 

succeeds in proving that love really is necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Endnotes 

1 John Wyndham, The Chrysalids (London, England: Penguin Books Ltd., 1955), (10).  All 

subsequent quotations are from this edition and are noted in the body of the essay.   

 

 

 

 


