Lord of the Flies:   Chapter One Questions 

1. According to Piggy, what happened to the airplane in which the boys were flying?  What does he tell Ralph that the pilot said about the people back home?

2. What ailment prevents Piggy from running and swimming?  What other physical limitations does he mention to Ralph?

3. How does Ralph summon the other boys on the island?  Who suggests that he summon the other boys in this way?

4. Describe the choir that comes marching to the assembly.  What physical characteristics mark their leader, Jack?

5. Which boy says he ought to be chief?  According to the narrator, for what four reasons do the boys choose Ralph as leader?

6. As they go exploring, how do Ralph, Jack, and Simon feel?  What does Simon say when he sees the green buds on the mountain?  What do Ralph and Jack say in response?

7. According to the narrator, what prevents Jack from killing the pig that the boys find?

8. In what sense is the island a haven for the boys?  In what sense is the boys’ situation frightening?  Why might Piggy be a nuisance to the other boys?  What valuable contributions does he make to the group?

9. Ralph and Jack appear to be the dominant figures among the boys.  Which one makes a better leader, and why?

10. What does Simon’s reaction to the view from the mountain tell you about his character that makes him seem different from other boys?

11. How is Piggy revealed as most closely tied to the world of adults?

12. What indications do the boys give that they want to preserve some aspects of the civilized society they left behind?

13. Golding’s descriptions include some hints that the story will not simply be a light-hearted adventure tale.  For example, he refers to “skull-like coconuts” overlooking the scenery.  Find two other clues indicating that the novel will be a dark tale.

14. Briefly describe the novel’s setting.  In what time and place does the novel unfold?
15. How does the atmosphere change as the chapter progresses?  Consider the different moods of 

a) the meeting between Ralph and Piggy

b) the scene in which the conch is found

c) the scene in which the boys assemble

d) the expedition to the mountaintop

16. Consider how Darwin’s treatise “Survival of the Fittest” could be applied to those on the island.

Chapter Two Questions

1. At the beginning of Chapter Two, after returning from the expedition, Ralph says to the assembled boys, “We can’t have everybody talking at once.”  What rule does Ralph establish for determining who is allowed to speak?
2. As the assembly goes on, a “shrimp of a boy” with a red birthmark wants to speak.  What does he claim to have seen?
3. How do Ralph and Jack answer the question he raises?
4. Once the boys finish discussing what the little boy has seen, Ralph suggests that the boys build a fire in order to what?
5. The boys are unable to start the fire at first.  What do they finally use to get it started?  Who suggests that they use this item?
6. Once the boys get the fire going, they do not pay attention to it.  Then Piggy calls their attention to something.  As the boys watch, what merges into “a drum-roll that seemed to shake the mountain”?

7. What is the only definite rule that Ralph establishes at the second meeting?

8. How does Piggy respond to the boys’ glee about starting a fire?

Chapter Three Questions
1. Jack returns from an unsuccessful hunt to find Ralph and Simon on the beach.  What are these two boys doing?
2. When Jack tries to explain his actions by describing the thrill of the hunt, he dashes his spear to the ground, and a mad look comes into his eyes.  About what responsibility of the hunters does Ralph then remind Jack?

3. In order to smooth over their argument, Ralph and Jack decide to go swimming.  They look for Simon, but he has gone somewhere else.  He comes to a place “where more sunshine fell.”  Into what does he “worm his way”?  Why does he go there?

4. What two groups with differing goals are emerging?

5. What two accomplishments does Ralph feel are most important for the boys to achieve?

6. On what task does Jack concentrate?

Chapter Four Questions

1. Ralph and some other boys are swimming in the bathing pool.  After running his eye along the “taut blue line of the horizon,” Ralph jumps up and begins to shout.  What does he say?
2. Ralph and the other boys rush to the mountaintop.  What do they see “straight away” once they get there?
3. The boys look down from the mountain to see a procession of nearly naked hunters.  What swings from the stake they carry?  What words do they chant?
4. Angry at the hunters as they re-enact their hunt, Ralph stops the celebration with an announcement.  What does he say?
5. Why does the boat seen offshore in Chapter Four not rescue the boys?

6. What happens to Piggy’s glasses before the pig roast?

7. What does Ralph watch with envy and resentment at the pig roast?

8. Piggy is described as looking “middle-aged.”  Provide examples showing that Piggy’s actions and responses are more adult than those of the other boys.
9. What differences in character between Jack and Ralph are revealed through the arguments between them?  Who do you think is more in tune with most of the boys?  Who makes a better leader?

10. What does the boys’ performance at the pig roast suggest about how they are changing?

11. Compare the boys’ behaviour during the hunt and at the pig feast with their attitude toward daily activities and duties.  What might this comparison indicate about their future?

12. Give two pieces of information that we would not have if the novel had been written from Ralph’s first-person point of view.

13. Why does Jack refuse to give Piggy meat?

Chapter Five Questions

1. As he thinks about what he will say at the first night-time meeting in Chapter Five, Ralph has to “adjust his values” – that is, change his opinion of Piggy.  What talent of Piggy’s does Ralph admire?

2. At the assembly Ralph discusses drinking water, shelter, and sanitation.  What topic does he bring up next?

3. Jack is the first bigun to express an opinion about the beast at the assembly.  What does Jack tell the littluns?

4. At the assembly Simon tries to communicate his feelings but is jeered.  What does he say about the beast that causes ridicule?

5. After the meeting, what does Piggy tell Ralph about how Jack feels toward Ralph?

6. Why does Piggy dissuade Ralph from giving up his position as chief?

Chapter Six Questions

1. What “beast from air” lands on the island one night?
2. Which biguns first see this “beast,” and where do they see it?

3. At the assembly the boys decide to stalk the beast.  Jack describes one unexplored portion of the island.  Where is it?

4. Before the boys stalk the beast, Simon realizes that he cannot believe in a beast “with claws that scratched.”  What picture does Simon see when he thinks of the beast?

5. After exploring the “castle rock,” Ralph has difficulty commanding the boys.  What does he want them to do?

6. Why does Jack say that they don’t need the conch any longer?

What do Sam and Eric miss seeing because they fall asleep while on duty keeping the signal fire lit?  What do they see?

7. Chapter Seven Questions
1. What reassurance does Simon give Ralph about his future?

2. What reasons does Ralph give for wanting to postpone the climb up the mountaintop?  Who makes him go?

3. At the end of Chapter Seven, what do Ralph, Jack, and Roger see on the mountaintop?

4. What happens when Ralph wounds the boar?

5. What does Ralph ask Jack?

6. What do the boys run from the dead chutist?

7. How do the boys celebrate killing a pig?

8. Compare Ralph’s mood at the beginning of the novel to his mood just before the night-time meeting.  What has caused this change?

9. Give examples showing how life on the island distorts the boys’ perceptions.

10. Compare the assemblies that take place before and after the beast is actually sighted.  How do the tones of the assemblies differ?

11. Piggy is the most intelligent of the boys, and Jack is the bravest.  What special quality, if any, can Ralph claim?

12. Why do you think the boys become obsessed with the beast?  Which boy’s perception of the beast seems most accurate, and why?

13. Do you agree with Ralph’s statement at the night-time assembly that “rules are the only thing we’ve got”?  Why or why not?

14. A symbol is any object, person, place, or experience that has a literal meaning of its own but also represents something larger than itself.  For example, in Lord of the Flies the signal fire is both a real feature in life on the island and a symbol of the possibility of rescue.  The larger meaning of a symbol often grows from a symbol’s actual attributes.  For example, the fact that the fire requires constant attention suggests the fragility of the boys’ hope of rescue.  

Writers often use symbols to represent abstract ideas or qualities in terms that reader can understand.  A symbol makes what is being symbolized seem more real to us – more vivid, more concrete, even more moving.  An important symbol in Lord of the Flies is the dead parachutist.  Mistaken for the “beast,” the corpse symbolizes the boys’ fear of the unknown.  Furthermore, the fact that the parachutist was killed in the war that drove the boys to the island makes the dead man a symbol of a central flaw in human nature – the potential for violence.

What might the conch symbolize?
15. Identify one other symbol in the novel, and indicate the possible larger meaning of this symbol.  Remember that a symbol can be an individual, an object, a place, or an event.
16. Write Ralph a letter of advice telling him where you think he succeeded and where he failed during the night-time meeting in Chapter Five.  You might go on to give him advice regarding such problems as Jack’s increasing rebelliousness, the increasing savagery of the boys, and the possible presence of a beast.
Chapter Eight Questions

1. What criticism of Ralph’s leadership does Jack make at the meeting in Chapter Eight?  On what issue does he ask the boys to vote?

2. What is the result of the vote held at that meeting?

3. What does Jack do after the vote?  What does he tell his new tribe?

4. After the meeting the boys are looking for some course of action to revive their spirits.  Piggy suggests rebuilding the fire.  Where does he suggest starting the new fire?

5. Piggy and Ralph work on building a new fire, observed by the excited littluns.  After the job is done they notice that several boys are missing.  Who are these boys?  Piggy saw them “stealing off.”  Which way did they go?

6. On their part of the island, Jack and his hunters kill a pig.  What gift does Jack leave for the beast?

7. After the hunters depart Simon approaches the beast.  Of what do its “half-shut” eyes assure Simon?  What does Simon answer?

8. At the very end of Chapter Eight, Simon is still communing with the beast.  What does Simon seem to be inside?  What does Simon do?

9. What does the Lord of the Flies tell Simon?

10. What object is the “Lord of the Flies”?

Chapter Nine Questions

1. At the beginning of Chapter Nine, Simon goes to the mountaintop.  What does he discover there?

2. What “news” about the beast does Simon decide “must reach the others as soon as possible?

3. “The beast was on its knees in the center, its arms folded over its face.  It was crying out against the abominable noise something about a body on a hill … At once the crowd surged after it, poured down the rock to the sand, leapt onto the beast, screamed, struck, bit, tore.”  What is being described?

4. What reason does Ralph give for the boys’ defection to Jack?

5. What kind of leader is Jack?

6. How does Jack propose to rule without the conch?

7. Why do Ralph and Piggy join the dance?

8. What does Simon want to tell the boys at the pig roast?  What happens to him?

9. Why is Simon’s dead body carried out to sea in terms of glorification?

Chapter 10 Questions

1. At the beginning of Chapter Ten, which biguns remain with Ralph?

2. On the morning after the storm and the feast, Ralph and Piggy discuss the previous evening’s events.  What word does Ralph use to describe what the boys did?  What word does Piggy use?

3. Jack and his band attack Ralph’s camp later that night.  At the very end of Chapter Ten, what dangles from Jack’s left hand as he leads his band back to their camp?

4. Why do Ralph, Piggy, and Sam’nEric lie about their part in Simon’s death, or use the darkness as an excuse?

5. How is Wilfred punished?

6. How does Jack account for the death of Simon?

7. What special gifts did Simon seem to have?  What side of human life might he have symbolized?

8. Using a T chart, contrast (examine the differences) Ralph’s and Jack’s leadership of the boys.  In what ways were each of them successful or unsuccessful?

9. In their dispute in Chapter Ten, who is right – Ralph or Piggy?  What do each boy’s assertions in this scene reveal about his character?

10. When asked about the meaning and themes of Lord of the Flies, the author responded that 

The theme is an attempt to trace the defects of society back

to the defects of human nature.  The moral is that the shape

of a society must depend on the ethical nature of the individual

and not on any political system however apparently logical or

respectable.

What incidents in Chapters Eight - Ten reflect the “defects of human nature”?

11. Irony is a contrast between reality and what seems to be real.  Situational irony exists when the actual outcome of a situation is the opposite of someone’s expectations.  For example, at the beginning of the novel, the boys expect that they will enjoy an exciting and pleasant adventure.  Instead, the boys’ adventures on the island become dangerous and far from pleasant.  Dramatic irony occurs when the audience has important information that characters in a literary work do not have.  For example, the reader knows that a dead parachutist has fallen to the island.  The boys, however, view the harmless parachutist as a dangerous, living beast.

Why is it ironic that it is Simon, of all the boys, who hears the beast speak?

In what way is Simon’s appearance at the feast in Chapter Nine an example of dramatic irony?

12. The theme is the main idea, the insight about life and human experience, that an author expresses in a work.  A novelist develops his or her themes through the events in the plot, the behaviour of the characters, the environment created by the setting, and the comments of the narrator.

A novel such as Lord of the Flies usually develops more than one theme.  The breakdown of order among the boys on the isolated island suggests that “civilization” degenerates quickly with no authority or institutions to keep it going.  The various confrontations between Ralph and Jack develop the theme that strong personalities view with on another for power.  As you continue your reading, try to attune yourself to the ideas that Golding is expressing about these and other themes.

In becoming “savages,” what have the boys abandoned, and what have they embraced?  What do their actions suggest about the theme of the breakdown of civilization?

The narrator comments, “authority sat on [Jack’s] shoulder and chattered in his ear like an ape.”  What does this remark suggest about the desire for power?

Chapter Eleven and Twelve Questions

1. Why do Ralph, Piggy, and the twins go to Castle Rock?

2. What does Piggy carry?  Why do the twins have to lead Piggy?

3. What happens when Piggy holds up the conch and tries to talk?

4. How is Piggy killed?  What else is destroyed?

5. Why do the twins join Jack’s tribe?  What information do they give Ralph?

6. Where does Ralph hide from the tribe?  What forces him out of his hiding place?

7. Does Ralph understand why he must be killed?

8. What is the irony of Sam’nEric’s behaviour?

9. Who arrives to rescue the boys at the end?  What does this man see when he looks at the tribe pursuing Ralph?  What does he see when he looks at Jack?

10. Why does Roger shove his way past Jack, only just managing not to edge him aside?

11. Why is Percival unable to remember his name and address?

12. For what and whom does Ralph weep at the end of the novel?

13. In what ways does Piggy change during the course of the novel?

14. In what ways does Ralph change in the course of the novel?  What does he know that his adult rescuer cannot possibly comprehend?

15. What connection can you see between what has been happening on the island and what has been going on in the “civilized” world?  

16. Who or what becomes the “beast” in the final chapters of the novel?  Explain your answer.

17. In what way is the novel an allegory of the Garden of Eden?

18. Trace the development of Simon as a Christ-figure.

19. What is the meaning of “Lord of the Flies”?

20. What is the significance of Piggy’s glasses?

21. Using a T chart, contrast Ralph and Jack as representative of spiritual forces.

22. Using a T chart, contrast Ralph and Jack as representatives of opposing political forces.

Discussion Questions
23. If, as Golding says, the boys are “good” only as long as they remember and obey the rules, the rules must be “good” also.  This, then, presupposes the existence of “good” human beings who created the moral code.  How does such a hypothesis alter Golding’s indictment of humanity, or does it?

24. Orthodox Christianity regards mankind as marked by original sin.  That is, Adam fell from grace in the Garden of Eden and all men are thus inherently evil.  However, there is some hope in the promise that a Redeemer will come to save mankind.  Does Golding share this traditional Christian viewpoint?

25. W. Meitcke writes about the structure and ending of Lord of the Flies.  He observes that

Once the reader becomes thoroughly absorbed, the story concludes with the same abruptness with which it began…The ending’s impact is powerful because there is no time for the reader to question or disagree.  The story is over and has made its impression before we realize it.

Describe your reaction to the final chapters of the novel and tell why you agree or disagree with this quotation.

