Wild Geese – Chapter One Questions


As you read the novel, list the names and examine the onomastics.

1. A reader gains knowledge of a character by his/her physical description, how they act in situations, what they say, and what others say about them.  In your own words describe the members of the Gare family and Lind, the teacher.

2. Describe the setting.  What season is it and of what is this season symbolic?

3. As you began reading the chapter, what was the mood?

4. Why does Caleb Gare keep the new schoolteacher waiting?

5. Why is Judith so fascinated with Lind?

6. What is the author’s purpose in including Ellen’s glasses?

7. Why does Jude have such hatred in her soul?

8. How is the cracked mirror symbolic?

9. Examine the wording in Ostenso’s description of Caleb Gare.  What words stand out?  What is revealed about his personality and aura in this description?

10. Why does Caleb have Skuli stay the night when there are no extra beds?  What is his purpose in doing so?

11. How does Caleb attempt to impose his will on Lind?(4)

12. Throughout the novel Caleb tries to be what he is not and his attempts at etiquette are unnatural because of his tendency towards poor manners.  Find three examples in chapter one where he demonstrates poor manners.

13. Why the reference to Jude as a centauress?

14. Judith and Lind are obviously different.  What differences are pointed out in Part 2?

15. What leads Lind to surmise “Amelia must surely have been worthy of a better lot”?  What else does this imply?

16. Caleb Gare is a very proud man.  Give two examples where he demonstrates this pride.

17. “No need of wasting oil …” p.20 What does this line reveal about Caleb Gare?

18. What dream does Jude share with Lind on page 21?

19. Caleb Gare is a mean man.  Provide examples outlining his cruelty.

20. Why did Judith want to go to the Sandbo’s so badly?

21. What basic thing does Amelia lack?

22. Does Lind fit into society in Oeland?  Explain.

23. How does Caleb intend to get Aronson’s timber?

24. Who, ultimately, controls the children?

25. How many examples of Caleb’s blackmail are revealed in chapter one?  What are they?

26. How does Caleb view Amelia?

27. How did Amelia’s lover die?

28. What secret does Caleb hold over Amelia and how does he keep track of it?

29. What is the one thing which Caleb can never possess?

30. How does Caleb keep Jude from school?

31. How is Lind made to feel a member of the family and an outsider?  What is the result of this treatment?

32. What evil thing has Caleb done?(p.33)

33. What is the purpose of the roll call?

